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Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Thursday, March 28th, 2019 Regular Meeting 4:30 PM 

  John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room- 196 No. Main St. 

             Southington 

                               Minutes 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio, Mr. 

Barry, and Mr. Chaplinsky. Also in attendance were Ex-Officio Members David 

Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner/Environmental Land Use Planner and Rob Phillips, 

Planning Director.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM  

 

Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of 2/28/19; minutes were approved upon a 

motion by Mr. Berkmoes and second by Mr. Borowy with all in favor. 

 

Report from the Chair: Chair Miceli introduced a memo from Mr. Thomas Curtiss 

concerning a proposed sewer line on the town owned Curtiss Open Space property. Mr. 

Curtiss had various requests regarding the route of the sewer line such as clearing width, 

parking access, ongoing maintenance of the site, surface treatment (woodchips), and 

various plantings that he would like to see in the vicinity of the sewer line. Chair Miceli 

walked the site twice and heard Mr. Curtiss’s concerns. An alternate route that avoids 

large trees as much as possible was proposed that may be more in line with what Mr. 

Curtiss would be amenable to.  

 

Chair Miceli also brought up Southington’s current absence from the CT Freedom Trail. 

Apparently there is quite a bit of solid historical evidence that the town played an 

important role in the Underground Railroad, specifically, the Curtiss Family on South 

End Road. A barn on site had a trap door in its floor which hid a secret cellar where 

individuals could find safety before continuing on their journey. Miss Miceli would like a 

report on what other properties were involved in similar efforts of the period. It was also 

stated that although the Historic Inventory that was recently performed was a useful 

report, it focused primarily on structures (homes) and not individual properties. A lot 

more information is out there and can be gathered on such properties. Effort will be made 

to reach out to Phil Wooding in his role as Town Historian to discuss.  

 

Discussion items were next: The Committee intends to coordinate with the Southington 

Rotary Club for an Earth Day Clean-up effort. Miss Miceli stated that a group typically 

takes a portion of the town as their zone to remove debris from. Groups will meet on the 

town green where dumpsters will be available to receive any materials gathered.  



 

Open space parcel maintenance was the next item discussed; it was deemed appropriate 

that Mr. Lavallee will take a look at various open space parcels throughout the town to 

assess what upkeep may be needed. Inspections will take place in the Fall, Spring, and 

Summer and all reports generated will be presented to the O.S. Committee. Chair Miceli 

will also reach out to the Farm Heritage Committee to discuss any concerns over 

properties under the combined purview of their committee as well as Open Space’s.  

 

A motion to convene Executive Session was next; so moved upon a motion by Mr. 

Borowy and second by Mr. Pocock with all in favor at 5:15 pm.  

 

Executive Session adjourned at 5:25 pm whereupon the regular portion of the meeting 

continued.  

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Berkmoes, second by Mr. Borowy 

with all in favor at 5:26 pm.  


